
Stanley R. Arthur, Admiral, USN (Ret.)
“Stan”

Date of Designation: 22 August 1958 NA # V-14520
 
Dates of Active Duty: 7 June 1957 - 1 April 1995
 
Total Flight Hours:    4,829   
  
Carrier/Ship Landings:   Fixed wing:  1,073

Approximate Flight Hours: 
Jet:  2,785    Prop:  2,044    

Combat Tours: 
Vietnam: USS Bennington (CVS-20), Feb. 1966-Apr.1967
Vietnam: VA-55, Dec. 1967 - May 1970
Vietnam: VA-164, Jul. 1971 - Jun. 1973
Desert Storm:  COMUSNAVCENT, Dec. 1990-Apr. 199
Total combat missions - 514 

Aviation Commands:
CO, VA-164, Jul 1972 - Jun. 1973
CO, USS San Jose (AFS-7), Apr. 1976 - Dec. 1977
CO, USS Coral Sea (CV-43), May 1978 - Dec. 1979
Commander, Rapid Deployment Naval Forces, 
 Jul. 1981 - Dec. 1982
Commander, U.S. Naval Forces, Central Command, 
 Jan. 1983 - Jul. 1983
Commander, Carrier Group SEVEN, Jul. 1983 - Jul. 1985 
Commander SEVENTH Fleet, Dec. 1990 - Jul. 1992

Combat Awards:
Legion of Merit with combat "V" and 3 gold stars
11 Distinguished Flying Crosses
51 Air Medals (4 Individual/ 47 Strike-Flight)
Navy Commendation Medal with Combat "V” & Gold Star
    

Duty Assignment Chronology
6/57-3/58 NABTC, NAS Pensacola, FL (DUINS).
3/58-8/58 NAAS Kingsville, TX (DUINS). 

9/58-4/60 VS-21.
4/60-6/62 VS-29.
7/62-6/64 Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, CA. 
6/64-2/66 VX-1. 
2/66-4/67 USS Bennington (CVS-20), Assistant.   
 Navigator/CDO.
4/67-6/67 NAAS Kingsville, TX (DUINS).  
6/67-12/67 VA-125 (DUINS). 
12/67-5/70 VA-55, Training Officer/Operations Officer. 
5/70-7/71 VA-122 (Maintenance Officer/Weapons Off.  
 ADDU: COMFAIRLEMORE.  
 OINC, Weapons Training Center, Lemoore.
7/71-7/72 VA-164 (XO).
7/72-7/73 CO, VA-164
7/73-8/74 Industrial College of the Armed Forces  
 (DUINS).
8/74-3/76 BUPERS (Head, Aviation LCDR/JO  
 Assignment Branch).
4/76-12/77 CO, USS San Jose (AFS-7).
12/77-5/78 Naval Reactors Facility, Idaho Falls, ID
 (DUINS).
5/78-12/79 CO, USS Coral Sea (CV-43).
1/80-7/81 Staff, CINCPACFLT (Fleet Operations Off.)
 CINCPACFLT (Asst. C/S, Plans and Policy).
7/81-12/82 ADDU: Commander, Rapid Deployment 
 Naval Forces. 
1/83-7/83 Commander, U.S. Naval Forces, Central 
 Command. 
7/83-7/85 Commander, Carrier Group SEVEN.
7/85-7/86 Office of CNO (Director, Aviation Plans and
 Requirements) (OP 50).
7/86-1/88 Office of CNO (Director, General Planning  
 and Programming Division) (OP 90)/(OP 80)
2/88-11/90 Office of CNO (Deputy Chief of Naval
 Operations, Logistics) (OP 04) .
12/90-7/92 Commander SEVENTH Fleet 
 (ADDU: Commander, U.S. Naval Forces
 Central Command (12/90-4/91)
12/92-5/95 Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
6/1/95 Retired from active duty.
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Summary of Significant Career Events

Admiral Arthur was born in San Diego, California. He 
entered the U.S. Navy through the Naval Reserve Officer 
Training Corps (NROTC) Program at Miami University and 
was commissioned in June 1957. 

Designated a Naval Aviator in 1958, he reported to VS-21 
and later was a “plank owner” in VS-29. Admiral Arthur 
attended the U.S. Naval Postgraduate School where he earned 
a Bachelor of Science Degree in Aeronautical Engineering, 
followed by a tour of duty with VX-1, as Weapons Project 
Officer.  After a tour in USS Bennington (CVS-20), he report-
ed to VA-55 aboard USS Hancock (CVA-19). He then report-
ed to VA-122 as an A-7 Instructor Pilot and Maintenance 
Officer. Additionally, he became the first Officer in Charge of 
COMFAIRLEMOORE Weapons Training Center. 

In July 1971, he reported to VA-164 as Executive Officer and 
assumed command a year later while again deployed in USS 
Hancock. During this tour, he completed over 500 combat 
missions in the A-4 Skyhawk. 

While attending ICAF he acquired a Master of Science Degree 
in Administration from George Washington University. 
Following assignments at the Bureau of Naval Personnel, 
he reported aboard USS San Jose (AFS-7) as Commanding 
Officer in July 1976, and assumed command of USS Coral 
Sea (CV-43) in June 1978. 

Other significant assignments included the staff of the 
Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet, Pearl Harbor, as 
Fleet Operations Officer and then as Assistant Chief of Staff 
for Plans and Policy with additional duty as Commander, 
Rapid Deployment Naval Forces and U.S. Naval Forces 
Central Command; Commander, Carrier Group SEVEN; 
Director, Aviation Plans and Require- ments Division (OP-
50); and Director, General Planning and Programming 
Division (OP-80). Selected for the rank of Vice Admiral in 
February 1988, he assumed the duties as Deputy Chief of 
Naval Operations (Logistics). 

On 1 December 1990, Admiral Arthur assumed duties as 
Commander U.S. SEVENTH Fleet and Commander,  U.S. 
Naval Forces Central Command for Operations Desert 

Shield/Desert Storm. He directed the operations and tactical 
movements of more than 96,000 Navy and Marine Corps 
personnel and 130 U.S. Navy and Allied ships, including 6 
aircraft carrier battle groups, 2 battleships, 2 hospital ships, 
4 minesweepers and numerous combatant and amphibious 
ships. This represented the largest U.S. naval armada amassed 
since World War II. On 24 April 1991, he relinquished duties 
as COMUSNAVCENT and continued duties as Commander, 
SEVENTH Fleet until his change of command in July 1992. 
Admiral Arthur assumed duties as the Vice Chief of Naval 
Operations on 6 July 1992. 

Admiral Arthur has been awarded the Defense Distinguished 
Service Medal, Navy Distinguished Service Medal (3 
awards), Legion of Merit (4 awards, 1 with Combat “V”), 
Distinguished Flying Cross (11 awards), the Meritorious 
Service Medal, individual Air Medal (4 awards), Strike/Flight 
Air Medal (47 awards), Navy Commendation Medal (2 
awards, 1 with Combat “V”), various foreign personal deco-
rations, and additional individual U.S. and Foreign Service 
and campaign awards. 

Admiral Arthur is married to the former Jennie Lou Mapes of 
Jackson, Ohio. They have four children; Erin, Brian, Derek, 
and Brad. 


